Shavuot 


Hebrew: amaw or Miysaw yn 
English: "Festival of Weeks" 
Feasts of Weeks/ Shavuot/Pentecost (Wheat) 50 Days from 
Firstfruits Ex. 23:16; Lev. 23:15-21; Deut. 16:9-12; Acts 2. 
Spirit of the Torah-Holy Spirit in Acts 2 (Pentecost-Shavuot) 


Dan 7:25 “The beasts shall change the “appointed times” and “law”. 
“In PAGANISM Only priests had access to the gods.” 
Paganism changed our feast days and set times. 

1. Shavuot is one of the Three Pilgrim Festivals. It celebrates the giving of the Ten Commandments by God to 
the Children of Israel at Mount Sinai, 49 days (7 weeks) after the Exodus from ancient Egypt. Shavuout 
commemorates the fruit harvesting in the Land of Israel. It is also the culmination of the 49 days of Counting 
of the Omer. It has traditionally had Festive meals, all-night Torah studies and prayer seeking the Ruach. It 
has several traditions, like the recital of Akdamut, a liturgical poem in Ashkenazic synagogues, the reading of 
the Book of Ruth, eating of dairy foods, such as cheese blintzes and the decoration of homes and synagogues 
with greenery. 

2. Shavuot or Shavuos in Ashkenazi NIVIW, (lit. ” Weeks”) occurs on the 50‘! day AFTER the 7 day Sabbath 
of Passover. (May or early June). Shavuot commemorates the anniversary of the day Yahweh gave the Ten 
Commandments to Moses and the Israelites at Mount Sinai. It is one of the shalosh regalim, the three Biblical 
pilgrimage festivals. It marks the conclusion of the Counting of the Omer. 

3. Shavuot is directly linked to that of Passover. The Torah mandates the seven-week Counting 
of the Omer, beginning on the second day of Passover and immediately followed by 
Shavuot. This counting of days and weeks is understood to express anticipation and desire for 
the Giving of the Torah. On Passover, the Jewish people were freed from their enslavement 
to Pharaoh; on Shavuot they were given the Torah and became a nation committed to 
serving God. 

4. Shavuot is called the Festival of Weeks (Hebrew: Niviawn an, ag ha-Shavuot, Exodus 34:22, Deuteronomy 

16:10); Festival of Reaping (Hebrew: 1'ypn An, ag ha-Katsir, Exodus 23:16), and Day of the First Fruits (Hebrew 

DNN ol, Yom ha-Bikkurim, Numbers 28:26), The Mishnah and Talmud refer to Shavuot as Atzeret (Hebrew: 

MNV, a solemn assembly), as it provides closure for the festival activities during and following the holiday of 

Passover, (Spring Feasts), Since Shavuot occurs 50 days after Passover, the early believers called the “Way” gave 

it the name Pentecost (nevtnkóortn, "50th day”). 
Significance of the harvest. Besides its significance as the day on which God gave the Torah aN faa) A 

to the nation of Israel at Mount Sinai, Shavuot is also connected to the season of the grain 
harvest in Israel. In ancient times, the grain harvest lasted seven weeks and was a season of 
gladness (Jer. 5:24; Deut. 16:9-11; Isa. 9:2). It began with the harvesting "W oiin 
of the barley during Passover and ended with the harvesting of the aA 
wheat at Shavuot. Shavuot was thus the concluding festival of the grain 

harvest, just as the eighth day of Sukkot (Tabernacles) was the concluding festival of the 

fruit harvest. During the existence of the Temple in Jerusalem, an offering of two loaves of 

bread from the wheat harvest was made on Shavuot. 

6. Ceremony of Bikkurim. Shavout was also the first day on which individuals could 
bring the Bikkurim (first fruits) to the Temple in Jerusalem (Mishnah Bikkurim 1:3). The Bikkurim were 
brought from the Seven Species for which the Land of Israel is praised: wheat, barley, grapes, figs, 
pomegranates, olives, and dates (Deut. 8:8). In the largely agrarian society of ancient Israel, Jewish farmers would 
tie a reed around the first ripening fruits from each of these species in their fields. At the time of harvest, the fruits 
identified by the reed would be cut and placed in baskets woven of gold and silver. The baskets would then be 
loaded on oxen whose horns were gilded and laced with garlands of flowers, and who were led in a grand 
procession to Jerusalem. As the farmer and his entourage passed through cities and towns, they would be 
accompanied by music and parades. At the Temple, each farmer would present his Bikkurim to a Kohen in a 


ceremony that followed the text of Deut. 26:1-10. Shavuot is unlike other Biblical holidays; in that it has no 
prescribed mitzvoth (Torah commandments) other than the traditional festival observances of abstention from 
work, special prayer services and holiday meals. It is the time in Acts 2 that the followers of Yeshua, who were all 
ewish were seeking HIS Spirit and Yeshua fulfilled His promise and returned in Spirit to fill their Lives with 
Life and authority, It is also characterized by many minhagim (customs) that have taken on the force of law in 
traditional Jewish circles. Since the Torah is called reishyth (N'WN), ”first”), the customs of Shavuot highlight the 
importance of custom for the continuation and preservation of Jewish religious observance. These customs, 
largely observed in Ashkenazic communities, are: NINTPN — Akdamot, the reading of a liturgical poem. 17N — 


Chalav (milk), the consumption of dairy products like milk and cheese NN — Ruth, the reading of the Book of 
Ruth at morning services pI! — Yerek, the decoration of homes and synagogues with greenery MIN-Torah, 
engaging in all-night Torah study. 

LJAkdamut (Aramaic: NINTPN) is a liturgical poem extolling the greatness of God, the Torah and Israel that is 
read publicly in the synagogue right before the morning reading of the Torah on the first day of Shavuot. Rabbi 
Meir of Worms, whose son was murdered during the Crusade of 1096, composed it. Rabbi Meir was forced to 
defend the Torah and his Jewish faith in a debate with local priests, and successfully conveyed his certainty of 

God’s power, His love for the Jewish people, and the excellence of Torah. Afterwards he wrote Akdamut, a 90- 
line poem in Aramaic, which stresses these themes, The poem is written in a double acrostic pattern according to 
the order of the Hebrew alphabet. In addition, each line ends with the syllable ”ta” (XN), the last and first letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet, alluding to the endlessness of Torah. The traditional melody, which accompanies this 
poem, also conveys a sense of grandeur and triumph. 

Sephardim do not read akdamut, but before the evening service they sing a poem called Azharot, which sets out 
the 613 Biblical commandments. The positive commandments are recited on the first day and the negative 
commandments on the second day. 

L\Chalav (milk or dairy) Dairy foods such as cheesecake and blintzes with cheese and other fillings are 
traditionally served on 

Shavuot. One explanation for the consumption of dairy foods on this holiday is that the Israelites had not yet 
received the Torah, with its laws of shechita (ritual slaughtering of animals). As the food they had prepared 
beforehand was not in accordance with these laws, they opted to eat simple dairy meals to honor the holiday. 

Some say it harks back to King Solomon’s portrayal of the Torah as honey and milk are under your tongue” 
(Song of Songs 4:11). 

There are five books in Tanakh, those are known as Megillot (Hebrew: n17!A4N, ”scrolls”) and are publicly read in 
the synagogues on different Jewish holidays. The Book of Lamentations, which details the destruction of the Holy 
Temple, is the reading for Tisha B’Av; the Book of Ecclesiastes, which touches on the ephemeral ness of life, 
corresponds to Sukkot; the Book of Esther (Megillat Esther) retells the events of Purim; and the Song of Songs, 
which echoes the themes of springtime and God’s love for the Jewish people, is the reading for Passover. 

LIT he Book of Ruth (NN n?n, Megillat Ruth) corresponds to the holiday of Shavuot both in its descriptions of 
the barley and wheat harvest seasons and Ruth’s desire to become a member of the Jewish people, who are 
defined by their acceptance of the Torah. Moreover, the lineage described at the end of the Book lists King David 
as Ruth’s great-grandson. According to tradition, David was born and died on Shavuot (Sha’arei Teshuvah to 

Orach Hayyim, 494). 

LlYerek - According to the Midrash, Mount Sinai suddenly blossomed with flowers in anticipation of the giving 
of the Torah on its summit. Greenery also figures in the story of the baby Moses being found among the 
bulrushes in a watertight cradle (Ex. 2:3) when he was three months old (Moses was born on 7 Adar and placed in 
the Nile River on 6 Sivan, the same day he later brought the Jewish nation to Mount Sinai to receive the Torah). 

For these reasons, Jewish families traditionally decorate their homes and synagogues with plants, flowers and 
leafy branches in honor of Shavuot. Some synagogues decorate the bimah with a canopy of flowers and plants so 
that it resembles a chuppah, as Shavuot is mystically referred to as the day the matchmaker (Moses) brought the 
bride (the Jewish people) to the chuppah (Mount Sinai) to marry the bridegroom (God); the ketubbah (marriage 
contract) was the Torah. Some Eastern Sephardi communities actually read out a ketubbah between God and 
Israel as part of the service. 

LIThe custom of all-night Torah study goes back to 1533 when Rabbi Joseph Caro, author of the Shulchan 
Aruch, then living in Ottoman Salonika, invited his Kabbalistic colleagues to hold a night-long study vigil, in the 
course of which an angel appeared before them and commanded them to go live in Eretz Yisrael. According to a 
story in the Midrash, the night before the Torah was given, the Israelites retired early to be well rested for the 
momentous day ahead, but they overslept and Moses had to wake them up because God was already waiting on 
the mountaintop. To rectify this flaw in the national character, religious Jews stay up all night to learn Torah. 


The Torah states that the Omer offering (i.e., the first day of counting the Omer) should begin ”on the morrow 
after the Shabbat” (Lev. 23:11). The Talmudic Sages determined that *Shabbat” here means simply a day of rest 
and refers to the first day of Passover. Thus, the traditional counting of the Omer begins on the second day of 
Passover and continues for the next 49 days, or seven complete weeks, ending on the day before Shavuot. 
According to this calculation, Shavuot will fall on the day of the week after that of the first day of Passover (e.g. if 
Passover starts on a Thursday, Shavuot will begin on a Friday). 
The Sadducees and Boethusians, however, disputed this interpretation. They contended that ’Shabbat” really did 
mean Shabbat,” or Saturday. Accordingly, they reckoned the seven weeks from the day after the first Shabbat 
during Passover, so that Shavuot would always fall on a Sunday 

Lev 23:1-4 And the LORD spoke unto Moshe, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto 

them, /Concerning] the feasts of YHVH, (Lord, Yahweh) which ye shall proclaim /to be] holy 

convocations, [even] these fare] my feasts. 
H450 Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day /is/the sabbath of rest, an holy "®t convocation #*“* ; 
ye shall do no work /therein} it fis] the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. These /are] the feasts #1 of 
YHVH, [even] holy convocations™*™, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. 
a. Feasts H4150 Tun mo‘éd, mo-ade’:, an appointment, a fixed time or season; specifically a 
festival; an assembly (as convened for a definite purpose); appointed (sign, time), feast, (appointed, due) season, 
synagogue, (set) time (appointed). b. Holy H6944 WTp qôdesh ko’-desh: , holy, a sacred place or thing; 
consecrated (thing), dedicated (thing), hallowed (thing), holiness. c. Convocations, H4744 N1pn miqra mik- 
raw’: From H7121; something called out, that is, a public meeting (the act, the persons, or the place); also a 
rehearsal: - assembly, calling, convocation, reading. 

Primary Representation 


Passover/Pesach Personal Redemption (Gen 12:1-3; 15:18; 17:19.) 
Pentecost/Shavuot Infilling of the Holy Spirit, (Ex. 19, 20; Acts 2) 
Tabernacles/Sukkot Restoration of HIS Kingdom Israel (Ezek 37:15-28) 


These Three are also to be honored in Jerusalem 3 Times a Year 


“The Foot Feasts” 
Passover (Pesach) Deut. 16:2,6 
Feasts of Weeks/ (Shavuot) Deut. 16:9-11 
Feasts of Tabernacles, (Sukkot) Deut. 16:13-16 


Ezek 44:23-24 Priests are to teach His Moedim, these are His true priests that will teach clean from unclean and Holy 
from just old ordinary, common life. But will also teach and have discernment, which is truly needed in these days! 


Dan 7:25 The beasts shall change the “appointed times” and “law”. 
Paganism “Only priests had access to the gods.” Paganism changed our feast days and set times. 


Shavuot in Acts 2 was the picture of the infilling of the Transformed life, a fullness came to Peter 
and the 120 in that upper room that revealed the depth of who Messiah WAS, IS & IS To COME! 


The 7 “I AM...” In the Gospel of John, is truly being revealed in 
these days in YOU the Remnant. 
1-The Bread of Life, 6:35 
2-Light of the world, 8:2, 9:5 
3-Door-Gate, 10:7 
4-Good Shepherd, 10:11, 14 
5-Resurrection & Life, 11:25 
6-Way the Truth and life, 14:6 
7-The Real Vine, 15:1 


This is an everlasting feast. Enjoy HIS presence, HE is alive and is ready for the fullness of this 
Temple not made with hands to be prepared and established on this earth today. ARE YOU 
READY?? 


Seek Iss HIS Kingdom, Seek HIM, be ye filled with 
HIS Presence HIS Spirit, HE IS Life! (Rev 21:3) 


The Days from Pesach to 
Shavuot are a testing 
period. Shavuot is not Just 
another day for you to have 


a feast day. It is a b 
“graduation” to 
overcome, to be victorious. 
our Yahweh Reigns in a $ 
YOU!! Wow, He is 
Awesome and so are you!! 


Serve Him, praise Him, 
Questions Shavuot: This is Your Life! 


Give life, be excited that 
#1 What does this Shavuot mean to you?? 


#2 Has it helped in transforming your life?? 
#3 This testing is a pain, but has it brought you to a more mature WALK?? Refining fire?? 
#4 Can you see the need to OVERCOME BY THE SPIRIT, the Blood of the LAMB?? 


#5 Are you becoming a Life Giving Spirit?? (See I Cor 15:45-46) 


